THE   DAVENPORT   BROTHERS

were charged. Now these two brothers hired public
halls and challenged the world at large to come and
witness phenomena which passed the bounds of all
ordinary belief. It needed no foresight to predict for
them a strenuous time of opposition, and so it proved.
But they attained the end which the unseen directors
undoubtedly had in view. They roused public atten-
tion as it had never been roused before in England on
this subject. No better testimony in proof of that
could be had than that of their strongest opponent,
Mr. J. N. Maskelyne, the celebrated conjurer. He
writes : * " Certain it is, England was completely
taken aback for a time by the wonders presented by
these jugglers/' He further adds :

The Brothers did more than all other men to familiarize
England with the so-called Spiritualism, and before crowded
audiences and under varied conditions, they produced really
wonderful feats. The hole-and-corner stances of other
media, where with darkness or semi-darkness, and a pliant,
or frequently a devoted assembly, manifestations are occa-
sionally said to occur, cannot be compared with the Daven-
port exhibitions in their effect upon the public mind.

Their first stance in London, a private one, was
held on September 28, 1864, at the residence in
Regent Street of Mr. Dion Boucicault, the famous
actor and author, in the presence of leading newspaper
men and distinguished men of science. The Press
reports of the stance were remarkably full and, for a
wonder, fair.

The account in the Morning Post the next day

* " Modern Spiritualism/' p. 65.
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